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IN NOMINE PATRIS is an immersive and interactive exhibition artwork concept 
piece, part of THE SPACE OF DISCOMFORT. It is a manipulated replica of a 
medieval triptych folding altar. This art piece is 3 meters wide, 50 centimeters deep 
and 2.50 meters high. Within the module THE SPACE OF DISCOMFORT, the work 
is titled with Infallibility. 
 
This work brings to light the worldwide sexual abuse, abuse of power and violent 
excesses in church institutions and/or by church mandate holders. 
 
On three large monitors embedded in the altar, the viewer sees a 4K animated film in 
split-screen technology, in which used toys move around in an otherwise empty 
church and finally gather under the cross. The protagonists are animated children's 
toy figures - teddy bears, toy cars, tin robots, first nation figurines, dolls - which all 
have one thing in common: They are broken or injured. 
 
First, the installation is not directed against believers or Christianity in general. 
Neither the title nor the work can cause a scandal. The only scandal is the subject 
itself, but not the work. 
 
As a reminder: Church is the institution that preaches mercy, charity, and 
compassion, stigmatizes sexuality outside marriage as a sin and forbids same-sex 
relationships. The dogmas of this church were not only partly responsible for the 
spread of AIDS (e.g., on the African continent), "Humanae Vitae" is also partly 
responsible for worldwide overpopulation and, therefore, indirectly for global 
warming, which we humans are responsible for. 
 
But that is not the core of this work. Put simply, it is about the contradiction between 
wanting to protect unborn life and committing an offence against born life. 
This work was triggered by the first reports in 2020 about abuse excesses in the 
diocese of Speyer, Germany, reports of systematic violence against first nation 
children in Residential Schools (documented e.g. by the discovery of mass graves in 
the immediate vicinity of church institutions in Canada in 2021) and the discovery of a 
mass grave with up to 800 child and baby corpses on the grounds of the former 
Catholic St. Mary's Mother and Baby Home in Tuam, Ireland. 
 
After reading the relevant reports, I decided that I had to deal with this in the context 
of my work as an artist - because this has such an unimaginable dimension that I 
could no longer remain idle as a citizen and artist. 
 
This work is about the worst and most unimaginable excesses of abuse: about 
worldwide systematic abuse of power and a never-ending series of sexualized 
violence against children, young people, and women. 
 
This art piece brings to light the suffering inflicted on the victims, exceeding my 
comprehension of what is bearable. The calculations of these atrocities are 
unimaginable and hard to explain, so many souls lost in this mayhem of cruelty. 
Directed against an institution that protects the perpetrators up to its highest levels 
and thus mocks the victims - second by second, minute by minute, hour by hour, day 
by day, week by week, month by month, year by year. Sometimes even decade after 
decade, often until beyond death. 
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This work is intended to use the means of art to contribute to making this perfidious 
and diabolical system of violence, sexualized violence, and abuse of power visible. 
 
 
 
Facts and Figures 
 
 
IN NOMINE PATRIS  
 
Idea and concept:      Julian Kirschler 
idea to completion     2020-2022 
Production management altar:    Boon Design 
Production management film:    Terry Rudat 
3D animation:      Jakub Moravek, Terry Rudat 
Sound design:      Stefan Kling,Terry Rudat 
Mastering:      Mathias Freimann  
 
Dimensions:      approx. 300 x 250 x 50 cm (WxHxD) 
Dimensions for transportation   approx. 253 x 184 x 84 cm (WxHxD) 
Weight:       approx. 450 kg 
Materials:       metal, wood, plastic  
Finishing:      Figures and decorative elements are 
                                                                          hand-formed and then cast,  
                                                                          Impact metal, 0 carat 
 
Technical features:     2 x Samsung 50-inch monitors  

1 x Samsung 80-inch monitor  
3 x Brightsign 4 K player 

 
Edition       3 +2 AP 
 
 
 
 

 


